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Political divisions may 
abound elsewhere, but it is 
muted in the neighborhood 

associations covered by the NW 
Examiner. Meetings are generally 
friendly, motions typically pass 
without controversy and differenc-

es of opinion seldom harden into 
lasting rivalries.

The Northwest District Associa-
tion, however, has become a house 
divided. Its two most active com-
mittees—the Planning Committee 
and the Transportation Commit-
tee—consistently disagree when 

topics touch the domains of both 
bodies.

Third-year NWDA President Cia-
ran Connelly considered the sit-
uation such a minefield that he 
created a special task force to work 
around it. It had to do with parking 
structures, an issue that has pitted 

neighbor against neighbor and resi-
dents against businesses for a large 
share of the association’s 51-year 
history.

The topic came out of hiber-
nation because business interests 
have advocated that a share of local 
parking meter revenues be reserved 

By AllAn ClAssen

Construction noise and disruption have been 
a fact of life in the Pearl District longer than 
most of its residents have lived there. But 

the work going on at Northwest 13th and Glisan 
streets last year was noisome in novel ways. 

The project was a penthouse office and elevator 
shaft atop the five-story, 1907 KEEN Footwear 
company headquarters at 1313 NW Glisan St. 

Claire (last name withheld), homeowners’ asso-
ciation president of the adjacent Modern Confec-

WhatWhat  noise?noise? Construction company 
customizes city orders, 
gets caught

Restaurants 
stretch out 
into streets

     A tale of two 
         committees

    Progressive versus
       populist visions  
       divide Northwest
        District Association
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Noisy construction activities often began 
around 5 or 6 a.m.

Two Wrongs, 617 NW 13th Ave., 
has two levels of outdoor seating. 
Photo by Wesley Mahan
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503-781-3366
See our  webs i te  a t  www.danvolkmer.com

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

The Dan Volkmer Team
Dan Volkmer PrinciPal broker 

burDean barTlem, kishra oTT, marDi DaVis & FriTz benz brokers

licenseD in The sTaTe oF oregon 

Burdean, Dan, Mardi, and Kishra

Art is the Flower | Life is the Green Leaf.  
— Charles Rennie Mackintosh

Whidden & LeWis Arts & CrAfts MAnse

2448 NW Johnson Street
Stately 1904 English Arts & Crafts home 
designed by renowned architects Whidden & 
Lewis. Thoughtfully updated with classic and era-
appropriate finishes over the years. Neil Kelly 
kitchen & owner’s suite with bay window. 2-car 
attached garage leads to unfinished basement. 
Finished 3rd floor offers guest space/play room and 
fenced back yard with landscaped patio and raised 
beds, plus private front patio over garage. 
5 bedrooms, 2 full and ½ baths, 3,840 Sq Ft. & 
basement, 2-car attached garage. RMLS# 20515089 
$1,525,000.

S a l e 

P e n d i n g

“Whom better to learn from than the masters?” 
— Sally Haley

OnCe hOMe tO MiCheLe russO & sALLy hALey 
— WiLLAMette heights

3227 NW Thurman Street
Built in 1906, incorporating a “modern” mix of late 
Victorian and early Arts & Crafts architectural details 
results in a light and open floor plan with tall windows, 
expansive doorways and updated systems and finishes. 
Situated on a 5,000 Sq.Ft. lot in the Willamette Heights 
neighborhood, where birdsong and wildlife rub shoulders 
with residents, walkers and trail runners. Sprawling Forest 
Park cradles the south, west and north borders of this 
neighborhood, making Willamette Heights one of the 
most sought after neighborhoods in the city. 
4 bedrooms, 3 full and ½ baths, 4,127 Sq. Ft., off-street 
parking for 2 cars. RMLS# 20130594 $1,349,000.

1025 NW Couch Street, Unit #1312
The Henry is an undeniably beautiful building, 
and it has LEED Gold certification, making it one 
of the greenest buildings in the Pearl. Its success 
changed the course of the Pearl, making it more 
cosmopolitan. Yet one can soak up the drama of 
a century of Portland architecture from this south-
facing home. It features the much sought-after 
center Great Room concept with 9’10” floor to 
ceiling windows and a 26’ x 4’7” deck — perfect for 
morning coffee or evening cocktails.
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,726 Sq. Ft., parking, 
concierge. RMLS# 20146069 $1,099,000.

“...the dimensions of buildings affect us in 
ways we don’t guess.” — Doris Lessing

the fine Art Of the high rise —  
the henry in the PeArL

    Dan Volkmer and his team welcomed our questions and concerns, matched us with 
perfect buyers, sold our house so quickly, were always positive-thinking and so very skilled. 
During the inspection process, they did a great job of helping us find service providers to get 
our house in shape. Without hesitation, we would be happy to recommend the Dan Volkmer 
team and we give them a round of applause! Dan. Mardi, Burdean, and Kishra all exceeded 
our expectations at every turn. They were always there when we needed them! 

— Jack and Joanne Suter

“

”

4665 NW Seblar Terrace
Street of Dreams architects Argo & Olson designed 
a custom home with passive solar attributes in NW 
Portland. The final result is a striking home where the 
harmony between the setting and the home are in 
balance. Here one can marvel at vaulted ceilings, varied 
species of wood trim and light-filled living spaces in 
the NW Hillside neighborhood. .6 mi to Arboretum & 
Wildwood trails.
3 bedrooms, den, family room, 2 full and 2 ½ baths,  
4-car garage, 3,615 Sq. Ft. RMLS# 20444875 $895,000.

“Great art picks up where nature ends.”  
— Marc Chagall

PACifiC nW regiOnAL sOLAr  
Light-fiLLed MOdern

S a l e 

P e n d i n g



I don’t know what I can add to the 
story of our city under protest, a 
story so widely reported and so 

much broader than the confines of 
the neighborhoods in this corner of 
the city. And yet it is on the minds 
of every reader, and may shape Port-
land history more profoundly than 
any movement in our past. To say 
nothing seems timorous, even irre-
sponsible. 

The protests are about policing in 
its fullest sense. Whom do the police 
serve: the citizens, elected officials 
or themselves? This goes beyond 
tactics, union contracts and account-
ability boards.

I’ll start with things I know. I’ll 
never forget the protests of the “bat-
tle of Overton” in 1989, when four 
vintage houses on the 2300 blocks of 
Northwest Overton and Pettygrove 
streets were demolished. Three oth-
ers were headed for the same fate 
had 23 people not put their bodies 
on the line and been arrested for 
blocking the bulldozers.

I watched them being taken away. 
None were resistant or threatening 
to anyone’s safety. Yet many were 
marched away by police officers 
twisting their arms behind their 
backs and lifting in a special hold 
to cause pain. Suspects grimaced as 
they walked hunched over to relieve 
some degree of pressure. One man’s 
wrist was twisted so forcefully that it 
never fully healed.

Why inflict pain on a defenseless 
person posing no threat to yourself 
or others? Was this about preserving 
public safety, obeying their political 
bosses or exercising dominion over 
another human “because you can”? 

I’ve read 
about the 1971 
Stanford Prison 
Experiment, in 
which students 
were assigned 
roles as prisoners 
or guards. After six 
days, the study had to be halted due 
to the brutality of students given uni-
forms, batons and permission to act 
as authorities over fellow students 
who were just like them before the 
study began.

The 1961 Milgram Shock Experi-
ment at Yale University encouraged 
individuals to administer what they 
were led to believe were painful and 
perhaps deadly shocks to strangers. 
Most showed no restraint as super-
visors told them to never mind the 
screams.  

The cruel behaviors emerging in 
these experiments from “normal” 
people suggests that giving police 
officers uniforms, weapons and the 
authority to use force changes them 
in ways even they may not under-
stand. 

How do police officers cope 
when the violence within them is 

unleashed? 
I have 

never been in 
their shoes and 

must rely on what 
others have said and written, but 
it is human nature to seek comfort 
and comradery from those who have 
had the same experience, especially 
when they feel friends and family 
could never understand. A culture 
within the institution far stronger 
than rules or policies is created. This 
is one reason police conduct cannot 
be reviewed adequately by peers. 

There is another reason, and it is 
more fundamental. Just as the mili-
tary must be accountable to civilian 
control, police misconduct must be 
subject to democratically elected 
authority. Portland has layers upon 
layers of police review, but all are 
subservient to a union contract pro-
hibiting discipline that might cause 
“embarrassment.” Unbelievable!

Despite the enormous burden 
placed on those who use state-sanc-
tioned force against others and the 

societal risks involved with arming 
guardians of the peace, I believe 
there is a place for their service. 
There are those among us who 
would kill, destroy or bring evil 
down if not met with sufficient force. 

But if deadly force is to be reserved 
as the last resort, it should not be the 
prerogative of every job applicant 
capable of acquiring a GED or meet-
ing other standards necessarily low-
ered to get people in uniform.

If most of policing today is social 
work—and a majority of calls for 
service are not related to violence—
more social workers may be what 
we need. The new Portland Street 
Response program could soon pro-
vide some answers on that score.

Could “defunding” the police be a 
mistake? Absolutely. Could continu-
ing policing under the current par-
adigm be a mistake? I’m even more 
certain of that. 

A democracy succeeds when it 
adapts to the changing conditions of 
the society. If we sometimes over-
compensate in seeking the right bal-
ance, that is the nature of the system. 
That is how we find the center of 
the road. It is clear that taking a hard 
right no matter what we see in our 
windshield is sending us over a cliff.

African Americans have borne far 
more than their share of atrocities 
at the hands of police. I hope the 
predominantly white demonstrators 
marching every night in Portland 
prove that white America does not 
want militarized racist policing 
either. n 
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Mountain bikes harmful
The mountain bike lobby has 

done the same thing with Metro 
greenspaces that they are doing 
with Forest Park. Metro says in 
the voters’ guide, that greenspa-
ces Green Spaces will be used to 
“improve wildlife habitat” and 
“promote clean water for salmon.” 
There is never a mention of moun-
tain bikes. 

For years, these spaces had signs 
that read “no dogs, even on a leash, 
no bikes or motorized vehicles.” 
Those signs are now gone. They 
have been replaced by moun-

tain bike trails, but there is still 
no environmental impact study. 
Research from the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice states: “If you include moun-
tain bikes in your management 
plan, you have changed the empha-
sis from wildlife and the environ-
ment to recreation.”

Not mentioned in the NW Exam-
iner article [“Cycling in Forest 
Park,” June 2020] is the fastest 
growing category of mountain 
bikes—bikes with electric motors. 
Here is a review from Outside 
Magazine on one of the newest 
e-bike models. “You don’t have to 
pedal through an obstacle—you can 

just grab a handful of throttle and 
power through it. Stuff you’d pedal 
through at 2 mph becomes stuff 
you take at 20 mph.” 

From another Outside article: 
“Whole new trail systems are 
accessible as the assist opens up 
terrain that would be too steep, 
loose, rocky or brutal on a standard 
pedal bike.”

The mountain bike lobby should 
be working and raising money for 
their own park because these bikes 
are just not compatible with people 
hiking in Forest Park. “Grabbing a 
handful of throttle” is not compat-
ible with “a place for mental and 

spiritual renewal and refreshment.” 
It should be obvious to everyone 
why no environmental impact 
study has ever been done. It’s an 
obstacle no mountain bike can get 
over.

Rich Ovenburg
NW McNamee Road

Something missing
Your article in the June issue on 
cycling in Forest Park was very 
good and thorough—except for one 
aspect: the flora and the fauna. 
Unfortunately they can’t speak for 

The police: sworn to serve whom?
Police report: Suspect was 
armed with pen and pad and 
could have embarrassed me.

Cont’d on page 5



Northwest Examiner, JULY 2020 /   nwexaminer.com4

Obituaries

Karl Lazdins
Karl Lazdins, a 
graduate of Lincoln 
High School, died 
June 5 at age 48, 
from complications 
of Type I diabetes. 
He was born Feb. 
23, 1972, and grew 

up in Arlington Heights, where his 
family lived on Southwest Fairview 
and Southwest Bennington streets. 
He worked as a sound engineer and 
road manager for several world-tour-
ing bands. He survived by his par-
ents, Vesma and Ivars; and brother, 
Erik.  

Harry Glickman
Harry Glickman, a 
longtime resident 
of Northwest Port-
land who founded 
two professional 
sports franchises, 
died June 10 at age 
96. He was born in 

Portland on May 13, 1924, and 
graduated from Lincoln High School 
in 1941. He received a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Oregon in 1948. He founded the 
Portland Buckaroos hockey team in 
1960 and served as their co-owner 
and president for 12 seasons. Glick-
man founded the Portland Trail 
Blazers in 1970 and served as Blaz-
ers executive vice president from 

1970-1987, general manager from 
1976-1981 and president from 1987-
1994. He assisted his son Marshall 
in launching Portland Family Enter-
tainment, which operated minor 
league baseball and soccer teams in 
Providence Park. Glickman’s 1977 
autobiography was entitled “Pro-
moter Ain’t a Dirty Word.” For 
many years, he maintained an office 
at 1001 NW Lovejoy St. He was 
inducted into the Oregon Sports 
Hall of Fame in 1986 and was 
named Portland’s first Citizen of the 
Year in 1992. In 2019, he was 
inducted into the Naismith Memo-
rial Basketball Hall of Fame for his 
impact on high school, college and 
professional basketball. He was a 
member of Temple Beth Israel. He 
is survived by his wife, Joanne; son 
Marshall; daughters Jennifer and 
Lynn; and three grandchildren.

Gerald Leshgold
Gerald Leshgold, 
who had an optom-
etry office on 
Northwest Vaughn 
Street, died June 30 
at age 101. He was 
born in Seattle on 
March 29, 1919. 

After graduating from the Universi-
ty of Washington, he moved to Port-
land to attend the Northwest School 
of Optometry.  He married Evelyn 

in 1941. He served for three years in 
the Air Force during World War II. 
He then practiced optometry for 45 
years, the last 40 of which he oper-
ated offices on Vaughn Street and in 
the Hollywood District, retiring in 
1988. He lived for many years at 
2323 SW Park Ave. He was presi-
dent of Tualatin Country Club and a 
supporter of Congregation Beth 
Israel, the Rose Schnitzer Manor, 
Portland Jewish Federation and the 
Mittleman Jewish Community Cen-
ter. He is survived by his wife, Eve-
lyn; daughters, Barrie Cress, Lynn 
Rosencrantz and Carol Rosenthal; 
10 grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren. He was prede-
ceased by his brother Richard.  

James E. Grelle
James Edward 
Grelle, a Lincoln 
High School gradu-
ate who held the 
American record in 
the mile run, died 
June 13 at age 83. 
He was born Sept. 

30, 1936, and grew up on South-
west Montgomery Drive and attend-
ed Ainsworth Elementary School. 
He set the U.S. high school mile 
record as a senior at Lincoln and the 
American record in 1965. He also 
set the American two-mile record in 
1963. He competed on the Ameri-
can team in the 1960 and 1964 
Olympics and won a gold medal in 
the 1,500 meters in the 1963 Pan 
American Games. He coached track 
at the University of Portland until 
1972. He was inducted into the Ore-
gon Sports Hall of Fame in 1981, 
the Mt. SAC Relays Hall of Fame in 
1991 and to the University of Ore-
gon Sports Hall of Fame in 1994. He 
is survived by his wife, Jean; their 
children, Jim and Leslie; and two 
grandchildren.

Ronald J. Madden
Ronald Joseph 
Madden, an owner 
of several business-
es in Northwest 
Portland, died June 
20, at age 85. He 
was born in Jersey 
City, N.J., on March 

15, 1935. He moved to Beaverton in 
1969 after being transferred by Gen-
eral Electric to its instrument shop 
on Northwest 29th Avenue. After 
leaving GE, Ron started four busi-
nesses: Norge Cleaners West, a dry 
cleaners and laundromat on North-
west 185th Avenue; Mill & Power 
Co., a valve sales and repair compa-
ny at Northwest 19th and Marshall 
streets; Madden Industrial Crafts-
men Inc., an industrial staffing ser-
vice; and Madden Fabrication, a 
metal fabrication shop on North-
west 25th Place. The latter two are 
managed by his three sons and four 
grandchildren. He is survived by 
his wife, Isabelle, sons Paul, Ken 
and Greg; and four grandchildren. 

Death Notices
Leif TerdaL, 82, member of First 
United Methodist.

PaT Garvey, 99, member of St 
Mark’s Anglican Parish.

Joe ruTTen, 85, member of the 
Multnomah Athletic Club.

Brian f. Quinn, 57, taught human-
ities at West Sylvan School for 18 
years.

Lora L. MiLLer, 57, MRI techni-
cian at Good Samaritan Hospital for 
more than 30 years.

Mary Lou dyer ferGuson, 87, 
member of the Multnomah Athletic 
Club for 40 years.

sPencer dick, 65, attended Catlin 
Gabel School.

saMueL c. GaLBreaTh Jr., 75, past 
president of the board at Friendly 
House.
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The Northwest Examiner publishes obituaries of people who lived, 
worked or had other substantial connections to our readership area, 
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area, please contact us at allan@nwexaminer.com. Photographs are 
also welcomed. There is no charge for obituaries in the Examiner.



 nwexaminer.com  /  Northwest Examiner, JULY 2020 5

Readers Reply 
continued from page 3 



Thanks to readers

themselves, but they are the basic 
reason that the park exists.

A cadre of mountain bike jocks 
heading down narrow paths 
through the park will cause the 
animals to disappear. The nesters, 
the residents, those animals pass-
ing through the park (Forest Park 
is the wildlife corridor between 
Portland and the Coast Range) will 
all have to vacate. But where will 
they go? They will have lost their 
habitat.

So many native plants are sensi-
tive to disruption. Bike tires dig 
down into the ground and eventu-
ally sever roots of flowering plants, 
shrubs and trees, to say nothing 
about what has to be killed to 
make the bike trails.

What these bikers need is a large 
amusement park with plenty of 
hills they can go up and down to 
their hearts’ content. As the Com-
mittee of Fifty said when they 
established the Forest Park in 
1948, “It is hoped that the feeling 
of an extensive, uninterrupted for-
est sanctuary may be preserved.”  

John Olmsted was right on in 
1903 when he wrote that the space 
should be a contemplative, natural 
sanctuary.

Phyllis C. Reynolds
SW Fairview Circle

Supports newspapers
I was heartened to see the wonder-
ful ad from so many of my former 
(and deeply missed) neighbors 
supporting the NW Examiner. I’m 
sending you my check for $100 to 
cover my next year’s subscription 
(and some extra). 

My husband and I met at the 
Goose Hollow Inn and spent all 
of our married life in Northwest 
Portland, though we shared our 
time with Newport in recent years. 
Even after my move full time to 
the coast, I continue to appreciate 
the vital work of the Examiner in 
supporting, analyzing and expos-
ing neighborhood issues. A free 
press is essential to a free coun-

try—never more so than now. 

In that spirit, I pay for subscrip-
tions not only to the Examiner 
but also to Willamette Week, The 
Oregonian and multiple national 
newspapers and magazines. I love 
the personal connection with a 
physical paper—a sensory experi-
ence no social media even begins 
to duplicate.

Thank you to you and thank you 
to the neighbors who have begun 
this campaign of support.

Susan Elizabeth Reese Painter 
Newport, Oregon

Comment below submitted on NW 
Examiner.com

‘Safe Streets’ or not?
I’m finding all these traffic issues 
in our neighborhood ridiculous.  
In fact, I’ve been wanting to reply 
to David Lewis’ letter back from 
the March issue.  First of all, I 
found that bike lane on NW 16th 
(near the Pearl Hardware) a waste 
of space.  Hardly a cyclist is seen 
using it, and during rush hour traf-
fic, it would be very useful to have 
the extra lane back for cars.  By the 
way, NW 18th and 19th already 
have designated lanes for cycling.  
I’m very eco-conscious, I abhor the 
act of people idling in their cars 
and am for anything which would 
make our planet better.  So this is 
why I’m against messing around 
with traffic flow.  A moving car is 
better than an idle one, especially 
during congestive rush hours.  See-
ing another problem in the neigh-
borhood compounding the flow of 
traffic is insane.  Understand this, 
we are not the city of Amsterdam.  
I’m a cyclist, and ride through our 
neighborhood between work, stu-
dio and apartment.  I see the other 
cyclists throughout the day, as 
well as pedestrians, and these lane 
blocks do nothing for the residents 
here, whether it’s for the environ-
ment, or the current pandemic.  
Let’s keep things flowing, and let 
the public decide and discover 
better alternatives to commuting in 
and around NW Portland.

Todd Elliot

The response to last month’s plea for subscriptions has been over-
whelming. More than 300 people have signed up for annual subscrip-
tions at $50 each and an additional $3,000 in donations have come in 
since the June edition came out. 

That doesn’t count $5,000 donated by readers who organized the 
“save the Examiner” campaign to start the whole process.

Just as meaningful to me have been handwritten notes telling how 
much the paper has meant to them. I feel truly blessed. 

Now for the business at hand. This is not a permanent solution, but I 
believe this is a pivotal response that can put the Examiner on solid 
financial ground. The one-time infusion of cash has engendered an 
awareness of our situation and sparked networking that will lead to 
new advertising opportunities, additional subscriptions and a greater 
recognition of the paper’s role in the community.

I have found inspiration and new meaning in the old proverb that many 
hands make light work. 

A most grateful thank you to all of my co-workers.

Please call 503.446.1080 to schedule  
a personalized virtual tour 

or visit our website to learn more.

2420 NW Marshall Street • Portland
NorthWestPlaceSeniorLiving.com • 503.446.1080

In depen den t Li v ing R esidences

BOUTIQUE SENIOR LIVING

A N SRG  S E N I O R L I V IN G C O M M U N I T Y E Q UA L HOUSING OPP OR T UNI T Y

The Power of WE
Together we thrive.

It’s scientifically proven. Connection is key 
to a longer and more vibrant life, and powers 
everything WE do here at NorthWest Place. 

It’s like being part of a super supportive family 
of waiters, chefs, housekeepers, ZEST® activities 

and wellness team, and a bunch of friendly 
and fun neighbors, all helping you thrive. 
Even during challenging times like these, 

WE find ways to stay connected, like daily dining 
choices at your doorstep with a personal touch. 

Experience the Power of WE at our 
boutique senior living community in 

the vibrant Northwest district.
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“We got the message … 
Last month, about 50 readers bought a full-page ad in the NW 
Examiner to declare why the paper’s survival is essential to them 
and the community. They asked others to join them in subscribing 
to replace advertising revenues that have plummeted recently and 
may never return to pre-COVID levels.  

… and we agree!”
More than 300 people responded to the plea and signed up for 
subscriptions. In addition, about $3,000 in donations were sent.

“So relieved to find the June issue of the Examiner 
in our mailbox. It is always a must-read. I had been 
wondering how we out here enjoying and appreci-
ating the fruits of your labor might help. Thanks to 
really alert neighbors, the full-page ad and subscrip-
tion information answered the questions.”
“We greatly value the information it brings to our 
door. We particularly admire your informed, intelli-
gent opinion and the seemingly boundless effort.”
“You do a great job for all of us in Northwest Port-
land. Not that I always agree with your editorials, 
but that’s what makes it all interesting. I want you to 
keep it going.”
“Thanks again for providing the best newspaper in 
Portland.”
“Thank you for supporting our neighborhood.”
“I love your newspaper. We need you more than 
ever. Keep up the good work. Thank you for all you 
do.”
“It is my privilege to subscribe.”
“I want to subscribe, because you cover important 
local issues no one else does and the writing is terrif-
ic (clear and concise).”
“I always read it cover to cover and look forward to 
its arrival.”
“I have been an avid reader of the NW Examiner 
since I moved into NW Portland 15 years ago.” 

“Thanks for the many years of great reporting!”
“Thank you for your excellent work. You are truly 
helping to fulfill the need and purpose of the free 
press in a democratic society.”
“Even though I most often disagree with Allan’s 
opinions, I still think the paper is a valuable local 
resource and the neighborhood would be poorer 
without its voice.”
“You are a fearless voice for reason and account-
ability. You knit the community together in so many 
ways—through shared understanding and balanced 
journalism, through caring about the people who live 
here and through holding elected officials account-
able for their actions. The Northwest wouldn’t be the 
same without either of you.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Many also share their reasons for 
supporting the NW Examiner.

Name

Street

City/State/Zip Code

Email 

Mail $50 check to NW Examiner, 2825-C NW Upshur St., Portland OR 97210.

Subscription form

OR sign up at Patreon.com/northwestexaminer and pay through PayPal
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Schedule online @: 
www.esautoworks.com
503.221.2411
509 NW Everett St
Open M-F  7am-6pm

Expires 08/01/2020

$10 off anything over $100

$25 off anything over $250

$50 off anything over $500

SAVE WHERE IT COUNTS!

Is your A/C working?

SUMMER 
IS HERE!

for projects expanding the parking 
supply.

The issue obviously falls into 
the realm of the Transportation 
Committee. But it is also a land-
use matter. The 2003 Northwest 
District Plan set out four sites in 
which underlying zoning restric-
tions were modified to accommo-
date commercial parking structures 
in residential areas.

Instead of assigning the parking 
structure issue to either the Trans-
portation or the Planning Commit-
tee, or both, Connelly decided an 
all-new task force—with himself as 
chair—was needed.

The reason, he told his board, 
was that the two committees are 
“not having joint conversations” 
but instead are “talking past each 
other.”

Connelly got involved in NWDA 
through the Transportation Com-
mittee and favors measures to get 
people out of their cars. If anyone 
could see an advantage in moving 
this issue to a body controlled by a 
policy ally, it would seem to have 
been Phil Selinger, who chaired 
the Transportation Committee off 
and on for seven years until early 
2020.

But Selinger was not on board 
with Connelly’s approach. Selinger 
said the two committees were in 
communication through his atten-
dance at Planning Committee meet-
ings as a liaison.

“We’re not talking past each 
other,” Selinger said at the Septem-
ber board meeting when the task 

force was proposed.

Selinger later told his committee 
that Connelly “had the notion that 
our two committees don’t get along 
with each other,” a conclusion he 
disputed.

He was not the only one question-
ing Connelly’s move. Board mem-
ber Noel Johnson argued that the 
ad hoc committee was unnecessary 
and would be inefficient, inviting 
confusion as to which subset of the 
organization held the rudder.

While no one spoke for the 
motion creating the task force, the 
board approved it and appointed 
two members from each commit-
tee. The task force met once to 
begin reviewing history and setting 
its course, but nothing of substance 
has been reported on its progress.

Rift grows
Meanwhile, the rift between the 

Transportation and Planning com-
mittees grows. 

The Transportation Committee 
produced a letter praising the con-
troversial Northwest In Motion 
plan involving street diverters, 
bike lanes and pedestrian enhance-
ments in Northwest Portland. The 
Planning Committee acknowledged 
that NW In Motion is essentially a 
transportation project on which it 
should defer. 

The Planning Committee did 
ask the Transportation Commit-
tee to tone down its rosy assess-
ment of the city program, but none 
of its suggestions made it into a 
preliminary letter advising Port-
land Bureau of Transportation 

staff. When the topic came before 
the board of directors, Connelly 
refused to entertain amendments, 
saying “some things are not condu-
cive to conditions.”

Connelly later apologized for 
“mishandling” board member 
Steve Pinger’s attempt to offer 
amendments. 

The board will take another look 
at the issue at its July 20 meeting, 
which comes three days before the 
City Council addresses Northwest 
In Motion (Thursday, July 23, 2 
p.m.)

The board may seek middle 
ground, but it is being pulled in 
opposite directions. The Transpor-
tation Committee supports NWIM 
unanimously while the Planning 
Committee opposes it, also unani-
mously. To accentuate the either-or 
stakes, PBOT staff has advised that 
the council intends to vote up or 
down on the whole plan without 
amendments.

“This is a pattern, a 
lack of a predictable 

process that concerns 
me. How do we 

measure results?” 
–Greg Theisen, 

Northwest District 
Association Planning 

Committee chair

"A tale of two" cont'd from page 1

Left: An illustration of a generic Safe 
Streets Initiative project on the Port-
land Bureau of Transportation website 
notes that “PBOT will turn sections 
of our low-traffic streets (known as 
‘neighborhood greenways’ into ‘local 
access only.’ This will help limit traffic to 
essential trips and deliveries. It will also 
make these streets more accessible for 
everyone, providing more space to get 
outside while staying close to home.” 

Below: Ciaran Connelly, in his third term 
as Northwest District Association pres-
ident, did not trust the organization’s 
main committees to work together.
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OREGON ZOO:

Chendra, the most vulnerable and long-suffering of the five Oregon 
Zoo elephants, has endured years of chronic pain, isolation and 
loss caused by her years in captivity.

Not only did the Oregon Zoo allow her to contract tuberculosis - a 
lethal, debilitating disease, from the other zoo elephants, it bred her 
with a much larger species of Asian elephant which resulted in a 
December 2019 miscarriage. An even weaker Chendra now struggles 
to recover from her loss and the resulting trauma.

TELL THE OREGON ZOO & METRO TO

#FREECHENDRA 

Now there is hope that Chendra will get a chance to enjoy the life 
she was meant to live!  A sanctuary in a warm, summer climate in 
the US has agreed to take her at no cost to the zoo or taxpayers.

DON’T LET CHENDRA 
DIE BEHIND BARS! 

OREGON ZOO DIRECTOR 
Don Moore

503-220-2450   
don.moore@oregonzoo.org

METRO PRESIDENT  
Lynn Peterson  
503-797-1889  

lynn.peterson@oregonmetro.gov
FreeOregonZooElephants.org

Even before it closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Oregon Zoo 
consumed millions of dollars in Metro taxpayer subsidies per year. 
With the drastic reduction in revenue from admissions, events and 
sales, which will continue even after it reopens, Zoo Director Don 
Moore has announced that “the zoo’s future is tenuous.” The fact is 
the zoo lacks the ability to maintain the health and well-being of its 
five elephants, putting them at grave risk.

TO THE SANCTUARY AWAITING HER!

Talking past
If the committees talk past each 

other, it may be because they do 
not think alike. The Transporta-
tion Committee is populated with 
people who see auto dependency 
as antithetical to good cities. Some 
are or have been professionals in 
fields promoting cycling, transit 
and multi-modal transportation. 

Planning Committee members, 
on the other hand, have sometimes 
been called NIMBYs for opposing 
development that might dimin-
ish nearby homes. The committee 
takes the complaints of neighbors 
more seriously and is more likely 
than the Transportation Committee 

to see itself as giving voice to the 
views of its constituents. 

The disparate approaches mix 
like oil and water. It starts with an 
inability to agree on how to evalu-
ate a project.

Transportation Committee mem-
bers see measures to carve back 
auto infrastructure, such as con-
verting auto lanes into bikeways 
or turning parking lanes into side-
walk cafes, as hard-won victories 
against the dominant auto culture 
in a conflict fated to go their way 
in the long run. 

“As a retired public transit plan-
ner, I have a fairly progressive 
view for how we should aspire 

to get around in our dense urban 
community,” Selinger wrote in an 
email exchange. “In fact, I believe 
it would be a good thing if most 
of us could enjoy our city without 
even owning a car. 

“I will concede that the NWDA 
Transportation Committee mem-
bership tends to share most of my 
progressive views. It would seem, 
however, that much of the Plan-
ning Committee does not share 
that same perspective as to how 
our local transportation infrastruc-
ture might best evolve. I suspect 
we will end up agreeing to dis-
agree.”

The little-used bike paths on 

Northwest Everett and 16th streets 
have been a Rosetta Stone for 
decoding the discordant assump-
tions of the dueling committees. 
Planning Committee people say the 
lanes thwart large numbers of driv-
ers to aid a minuscule number of 
cyclists. Transportation Commit-
tee members say the rider counts 
are greater than it seems and that 
usage will inevitably increase 
when additional bike lanes con-
nect to them. 

Planning Committee Chair Greg 
Theisen thinks traffic diverters or 
other street modifications should 
be tested against predetermined 
benchmarks and removed if they 
fail to meet goals. NWIM includes 

Signs on Northwest 24th Avenue in three 
languages advised drivers not to use the 

street except for local access.  
Photos by Wesley Mahan

"A tale of two" cont'd from page 7
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Specializing in Pearl District
Condominium Sales
Since 1996

?
judierealestate.com

503-849-1593
 PDBA

 TOP BROKER
AWARD 2015

1231 NW Hoyt Portland OR

office 503-546-9955

Each office is independently 
owned and operated

PDNA Board member
livability & safety chair

Nw Examiner 
“2018 CIVIC ENGAGEMENT” 

awardee

Come Home to
 Tanner Place

 $750,000 
2 Bedroom 

2 Bathrooms 

1022 NW Marshall Street #450 Portland OR  |  (503) 226-6361  |  paulsoncoletti.com

property damage
wrongful death
personal injury
product liability

a bike lane on Northwest Flan-
ders, which to him would warrant 
removal of the Everett bike lane 
just a block away.

But PBOT Traffic Planner Zef 
Wagner has contended that the 
Everett bike lane should not be 
removed until the Flanders lane 
has been in place long enough to 
see how the parallel bike routes 
function. Even then, he prom-
ised no ridership level that would 
warrant removal.

“This is a pattern, a lack of a 
predictable process that concerns 
me,” Theisen said. “How do we 
measure results?”

And who should the neighbor-
hood association listen to?

The Planning Committee heard 
representatives of Fruit & Flower 
Child Care Center and NorthWest 
Place senior housing, two institu-
tions on Northwest 24th Avenue 
that believe they are harmed by 
a rush to discourage commuters 
from cutting through the district.

“We are not illegitimate cut-
through traffic,” said Fruit & 
Flower Operations Manager 
Naomi Chavira, adding that par-
ents often have no alternatives 
to driving when delivering their 
children on their way to work. 

Selinger said PBOT “bent over 
backward” to contact affected 
neighbors, and the Transportation 
Committee has been discussing 
this issue at open meetings for 
more than 10 years. It is time to 
move ahead.

Coming together?
Can NWDA come together on a 

single position this month?

Transportation Committee 
co-Chair Danelle Peterson said 
temporary signage now restrict-
ing Northwest 24th Avenue to 
local traffic as stirring most of the 

dissent. 

“We probably agree on 96 per-
cent of the plan already,” Peter-
son said. “I think the main point 
of contention is the greenways 
[bikeways].”

Connelly agrees: “We are prob-
ably far more in alignment on 
Northwest In Motion than we are 
far apart.”

But a 4,000-word analysis of 
Northwest In Motion by Larry 
Kojaku, who recently joined the 
Transportation Committee, sug-
gests otherwise.

Kojaku touched on nearly every 
aspect of the program and identi-
fied contradictions with city pol-
icies.

“Further discussion is merited,” 
he understated.

More candidly, he told the 
Examiner, “The Transportation 
Committee is a vehicle for PBOT. 
That is bizarre.”

The board must decide which 
committee best speaks for the 
organization. All but four of its 
15 seats are occupied by people 
who serve on one or the other of 
the contending committees. Will 
those 11 act as advocates for their 
own committee when they cast 
their board votes?

Planning Committee member 
Chuck Duffy has given that issue 
considerable thought. While he 
had previously advised fellow 
members against interfering with 
the work of the Transportation 
Committee, that does not mean 
he will hold his peace when the 
topic comes before the board. 

“I have a role on the board 
where I represent the neighbor-
hood,” he said. n

The Northwest 16th Avenue bike lane is frequently mentioned as being underused 
while auto traffic backs up.  
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   Proposed    Under 
   Review

Under 
Construction

1
NW Kearney-13th-14th-north side of block
Lovejoy Square South Tower
Developer Killian Pacific is taking another tack on the Lovejoy 
Square block between Northwest 13th, 14th, Kearney and Lovejoy 
streets. A full-block proposal approved in 2018 has been shelved in 
favor of a half-block, 15-story mixed-use mass timber structure. It 
will be topped by 12 residential stories with about 180 units. There 
will also be retail uses on the ground floor, two levels of offices and 
a layer of underground parking

.2
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fkp70a23wp2s4u8/AACp06x-
TdvpAtQypgM2UHX3la?dl=0&preview=NB30+FI-
NAL+DESIGN+REVIEW+SET+20200528.pdf
take image from page 37
Northbound 30 Collaborative
Two development teams are collaborating on an eight-building 
apartment complex centered at Northwest 30th between Wilson 
and Nicolai streets. Each structure will be five stories tall and have 
adjacent plazas that will also serve as driveways. Noel Johnson is 
coordinating the project.
3
Photos in dropbox
Modera Davis
Modera Davis, a 204-unit mixed-use luxury apartment building at 
255 NW 10th Ave. under construction for four years, has been sold 
by Mill Creek Residential Trust to Virtu, an investment firm based 
in Carlsbad, Calif. Sam Rodriguez, senior managing director of 
Mill Creek, said the company’s Modera Glisan project at Northwest 
14th and Glisan streets will have its first residents this month and is 
not for sale.

4
Need image
2231 NW Pettygrove St.
The Northwest District Association Planning Committee scolded 
developer Eduardo Valik and his architects for intending to build 
a five-story micro apartment building that will block views from a 
four-story condominium structure 10 feet to the west. “There are 
neighbors you are affecting to the detriment of their livability,” said 
committee Chair Greg Theisen. Because the project will not require 
code adjustments, public comment is advisory only. 
5
Need photo
1714 NW Couch St.
Substantial water damage to the Mediterranean Arms Condo-
miniums across the street from St. Mary’s Cathedral at Northwest 
18th and Couch streets, will require total replacement of all siding, 
decks, stairs and trim. The work must meet historic review stan-
dards because the building contributes to the Alphabet Historic 
District.
6
Image in dropbox
19th & Pettygrove Apartments
Construction should begin soon on the 19th & Pettygrove Apart-
ments at 1339 NW 19th Ave. The seven-story, 126-unit mixed-use 
apartment building was approved by the Portland Design Commis-
sion two years ago.
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NORTHBOUND 30 COLLABORATIVE
Two development teams are collaborating on an eight-build-
ing apartment complex centered at Northwest 30th between 
Wilson and Nicolai streets. Each structure will be five stories 

tall and have adjacent plazas that will also serve as drive-
ways. Noel Johnson is coordinating the project.

2231 NW PETTYGROVE ST.
The Northwest District Association Planning Committee 
scolded developer Eduardo Valik and his architects for 

intending to build a five-story micro apartment building that 
will block views from a four-story condominium structure 

10 feet to the west. “There are neighbors you are affecting 
to the detriment of their livability,” committee Chair Greg 
Theisen said. Because the project will not require code 

adjustments, public comment is advisory only. 

Goose Hollow area
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For an interactive and continually 
updated version of this map, visit: 

 NextPortland.com

MODERA  
DAVIS
Modera Davis, a 204-unit 
mixed-use luxury apart-
ment building at 255 NW 
10th Ave. under construc-
tion for four years, has 
been sold by Mill Creek 
Residential Trust to Virtu, 
an investment firm based 
in Carlsbad, Calif. Sam 
Rodriguez, senior manag-

ing director of Mill Creek, said the company’s Modera Glisan project 
at Northwest 14th and Glisan streets will have its first residents this 
month and is not for sale.

<– OFF  MAP

LOVEJOY SQUARE 
SOUTH TOWER
Developer Killian Pacific is taking 
another tack on the Lovejoy Square 
block between Northwest 13th, 
14th, Kearney and Lovejoy streets. 
A full-block proposal approved in 
2018 has been shelved in favor of a 
half-block, 15-story mixed-use mass 
timber structure. It will be topped by 
12 residential stories with about 180 
units. There will also be retail uses 
on the ground floor, two levels of 
offices and a layer of underground 
parking.

1714 NW COUCH ST.
Substantial water damage to the Mediterranean Arms Con-

dominiums across the street from St. Mary’s Cathedral at 
Northwest 18th and Couch streets will require total replace-

ment of all siding, decks, stairs and trim. The work must meet 
historic review standards because the building contributes to 

the Alphabet Historic District.

19TH & PETTYGROVE  
APARTMENTS
Construction should begin soon on the 19th & Pettygrove 
Apartments at 1339 NW 19th Ave. The seven-story, 126-unit 
mixed-use apartment building was approved by the Portland 
Design Commission two years ago.



 nwexaminer.com  /  Northwest Examiner, JULY 2020 11

   Proposed    Under 
   Review

Under 
Construction

1
NW Kearney-13th-14th-north side of block
Lovejoy Square South Tower
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Square block between Northwest 13th, 14th, Kearney and Lovejoy 
streets. A full-block proposal approved in 2018 has been shelved in 
favor of a half-block, 15-story mixed-use mass timber structure. It 
will be topped by 12 residential stories with about 180 units. There 
will also be retail uses on the ground floor, two levels of offices and 
a layer of underground parking

.2
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fkp70a23wp2s4u8/AACp06x-
TdvpAtQypgM2UHX3la?dl=0&preview=NB30+FI-
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take image from page 37
Northbound 30 Collaborative
Two development teams are collaborating on an eight-building 
apartment complex centered at Northwest 30th between Wilson 
and Nicolai streets. Each structure will be five stories tall and have 
adjacent plazas that will also serve as driveways. Noel Johnson is 
coordinating the project.
3
Photos in dropbox
Modera Davis
Modera Davis, a 204-unit mixed-use luxury apartment building at 
255 NW 10th Ave. under construction for four years, has been sold 
by Mill Creek Residential Trust to Virtu, an investment firm based 
in Carlsbad, Calif. Sam Rodriguez, senior managing director of 
Mill Creek, said the company’s Modera Glisan project at Northwest 
14th and Glisan streets will have its first residents this month and is 
not for sale.

4
Need image
2231 NW Pettygrove St.
The Northwest District Association Planning Committee scolded 
developer Eduardo Valik and his architects for intending to build 
a five-story micro apartment building that will block views from a 
four-story condominium structure 10 feet to the west. “There are 
neighbors you are affecting to the detriment of their livability,” said 
committee Chair Greg Theisen. Because the project will not require 
code adjustments, public comment is advisory only. 
5
Need photo
1714 NW Couch St.
Substantial water damage to the Mediterranean Arms Condo-
miniums across the street from St. Mary’s Cathedral at Northwest 
18th and Couch streets, will require total replacement of all siding, 
decks, stairs and trim. The work must meet historic review stan-
dards because the building contributes to the Alphabet Historic 
District.
6
Image in dropbox
19th & Pettygrove Apartments
Construction should begin soon on the 19th & Pettygrove Apart-
ments at 1339 NW 19th Ave. The seven-story, 126-unit mixed-use 
apartment building was approved by the Portland Design Commis-
sion two years ago.
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NORTHBOUND 30 COLLABORATIVE
Two development teams are collaborating on an eight-build-
ing apartment complex centered at Northwest 30th between 
Wilson and Nicolai streets. Each structure will be five stories 

tall and have adjacent plazas that will also serve as drive-
ways. Noel Johnson is coordinating the project.

2231 NW PETTYGROVE ST.
The Northwest District Association Planning Committee 
scolded developer Eduardo Valik and his architects for 

intending to build a five-story micro apartment building that 
will block views from a four-story condominium structure 

10 feet to the west. “There are neighbors you are affecting 
to the detriment of their livability,” committee Chair Greg 
Theisen said. Because the project will not require code 

adjustments, public comment is advisory only. 

Goose Hollow area

N W  P O R T L A N D  /  P E A R L  D I S T R I C T  D E V E L O P M E N T  M A PN W  P O R T L A N D  /  P E A R L  D I S T R I C T  D E V E L O P M E N T  M A P
For an interactive and continually 
updated version of this map, visit: 

 NextPortland.com

MODERA  
DAVIS
Modera Davis, a 204-unit 
mixed-use luxury apart-
ment building at 255 NW 
10th Ave. under construc-
tion for four years, has 
been sold by Mill Creek 
Residential Trust to Virtu, 
an investment firm based 
in Carlsbad, Calif. Sam 
Rodriguez, senior manag-

ing director of Mill Creek, said the company’s Modera Glisan project 
at Northwest 14th and Glisan streets will have its first residents this 
month and is not for sale.

<– OFF  MAP

LOVEJOY SQUARE 
SOUTH TOWER
Developer Killian Pacific is taking 
another tack on the Lovejoy Square 
block between Northwest 13th, 
14th, Kearney and Lovejoy streets. 
A full-block proposal approved in 
2018 has been shelved in favor of a 
half-block, 15-story mixed-use mass 
timber structure. It will be topped by 
12 residential stories with about 180 
units. There will also be retail uses 
on the ground floor, two levels of 
offices and a layer of underground 
parking.

1714 NW COUCH ST.
Substantial water damage to the Mediterranean Arms Con-

dominiums across the street from St. Mary’s Cathedral at 
Northwest 18th and Couch streets will require total replace-

ment of all siding, decks, stairs and trim. The work must meet 
historic review standards because the building contributes to 

the Alphabet Historic District.

19TH & PETTYGROVE  
APARTMENTS
Construction should begin soon on the 19th & Pettygrove 
Apartments at 1339 NW 19th Ave. The seven-story, 126-unit 
mixed-use apartment building was approved by the Portland 
Design Commission two years ago.
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 Going Out

By AllAn ClAssen

It is not difficult to take over the 
street in Portland these days, 
and one does not need to be a 

protester with thousands of allies to 
accomplish it.

The Portland Bureau of Transpor-
tation is literally inviting restau-
rants and other businesses to set up 
operations in the street. The Healthy 
Businesses program aims to support 
local businesses during the pandem-
ic by allowing them to serve food or 

sell merchandise in parking lanes or 
even supplant travel lanes. 

The program’s other goal is to 
reduce the spread of the coronavi-
rus by accommodating greater social 
distancing for patrons and members 
of the public.

There are no permit fees, and 
the application process has been 
streamlined, as businesses that have 
gone through it attest. 

“We’re adapting to find creative 

ways to adapt our streets and help 
Portland safely get moving again,” 
PBOT Director Chris Warner said. 
“That is what Safe Streets|Healthy 
Businesses and our strategic frame-
work are all about.”

The Safe Streets side of the pro-
gram involves temporary traffic 
diverters to reserve certain streets 
for local-only traffic (see Page 1 
story, “A tale of two committees”).

Through the last full week of June, 
40 applications were made in the 
Northwest District, 25 in the Pearl, 
five in Old Town and two in Goose 
Hollow.

Businesses find a lot to like in 
sharing the right of way.

“It’s working great,” said Kalvin 
Myint of ToP BurMese at 413 NW 
21st Ave. “After walking around 

the neighborhood and talking with 
other business owners, we were able 
to set ours up. There are a few basic 
do’s and don’ts, but there’s plenty of 
room for creativity. Everyone in the 
community has been so supportive 
of each other.”

Bureaucratic red tape has not been 
an issue.

“It’s been very easy,” Myint said. 
“Both the city and OLCC (Oregon 
Liquor Control Commission) pro-
cess is a breeze.”

As a result of extending his din-
ing area to two picnic tables in 
the parking lane, his revenues have 
picked up and allowed him to meet 
expenses.

Ramzy Hattar has drawn lines  
of patrons waiting for seats at  
river PiG saLoon, 529 NW 13th 

Restaurants take to the streets

Permits to put tables in right of 
way are free, enforcement light

Nob Hill Bar & Grill
937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616
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NOBBY NEWS
 

BURGER
COUNT
1,241,502

 

As downsizing 
sweeps the nation 
in the burger busi-

ness, the Nob Hill Bar & 
Grill will take no part in 
this less-is-more insanity!

Other grills have offered 
the “Bigger, Littler, Really 
Tiny Big Burger” and the 
“Giant Annoyingly Small 
Burger.”

The straw that broke the 
camel’s back was the intro-
duction of the Nano burger 
in California (where else!).

The Nano burger came on a 
nickel-sized bun, and the pickle 
disc was bigger around than the 
bun.

To find the burger, you lifted 
the pickle disc and the dark 
dot in the center, resembling a 
swatted fly, was in the burger!

One Nobbys regular had tried a 
Nano burger when he was in Cal-

ifornia at a psychic convention.

Jerry explained, “The Nano 
burger looked so natural in my 
little hands!”

Jerry has always been sensitive 
about his tiny hands.

So for the sake of its customers, 
Nobbys will continue to serve a 
variety of decent-sized burgers. 
As regular Danea says, “size 
does matter.”

Nano Burger? Not at Nobbys!

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s winner is Peter Picou.

River Pig Saloon’s outdoor 
seating area has at times 

attracted long waiting lines that 
circle around the block.

Above: Flowers brighten the Top Burmese street space on Northwest 21st Avenue.

Below: Diners take advantage of a sunny day at Santa Fe Taqueria at Northwest 
23rd and Kearney streets

Blue Moon at Northwest 
21st and Glisan streets is 
at the heart of a cluster of 

21st Avenue restaurants 
using the street. 

Photos by Wesley Mahan
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The 13th Avenue Historic District has six street cafes.

RESTAURANTS CLOSING
Looser city regulations regarding 

outdoor seating may be helping some 
restaurants stay afloat in the COVID-
19 era, but the list of major Northwest 
Portland eateries giving up the fight 
keeps growing.

Last month, the following establish-
ments announced they were going out 
of business.

• BLUEHOUR RESTAURANT, 250 
NW 13th Ave.

• IRVING STREET KITCHEN, 701 NW 
13th Ave.

• POK POK NW, 1639 NW Marshall 
St.

• MI MERO MOLE, 32 NW Fifth Ave.

In May, four other notable places shut 
their doors for good:

• TANNER CREEK TAVERN, 875 NW 
Everett St.

• BLUE STAR DONUTS, 921 NW 23rd 
Ave.

• PIZZICATO, 505 NW 23rd Ave.

• VERDE COCINA, 524 NW 14th Ave. 

BLUEHOUR was the best-known 
and most enduring of Bruce Carey’s 
highly regarded restaurants, opening 
in 2000 when the Pearl District had 
few fine-dining options. 

Carey bemoaned a “far-off, post-
COVID future where casual service, 
social-distancing, to-go service and 
delivery” may be necessary for any 
restaurant to survive.

MI MERO MOLE, opened in 2012, 

became the second restaurant Nick 
Zukin closed this year. Zapapizza was 
the first.

“We have lost money every day we 
have remained open and only did 
so because our staff is like family to 
us and we didn’t want to let them 
down,” Zukin wrote on Facebook. 

“The future of small business is in 
crisis, and our leaders at the national, 
state and local levels remain ignorant 
or just don’t give a damn,” he added.

A GoFundMe has been set up to 
assist its workers who are not eligible 
for unemployment.

POK POK, a growing five-location 
local chain created by Andy Ricker 
in 2005, has permanently closed four 
restaurants while hoping to eventu-
ally reopen his flagship restaurant in 
Southeast Portland.

“These closures are necessary so 
that the original Pok Pok on Division 
Street may have a chance of reopening 
when it is safe and financially tenable 
to do so,” Ricker wrote.

After 10 years in the Pearl District, 
IRVING STREET KITCHEN, owners 
Sarah Schafer and Anna Caporael 
explained their reasons for calling it 
quits.

“We had been in discussions with 
our landlord and unfortunately 
reached an impasse,” read their email 
statement. “This, combined with the 
implications stemming from COVID-
19, made the restaurant no longer 
viable.”

Ave. Although sales are only 40 per-
cent of what he averaged before the 
pandemic, that’s largely because he 
must close at 9:30 p.m. now, cutting 
off his the most lucrative period.

“It pays enough to float us by until 
Phase II,” Hattar told the Examiner. 

The long lines at River Pig have 
drawn some complaints from neigh-
bors. At a recent Pearl District Neigh-
borhood Association weekly online 
forum regarding COVID-19 pre-
paredness, it was reported that some 
residents have been “appalled” to 
see a line circling around the block 
with no markings to ensure distanc-
ing and few masks being worn.

The other side of the city’s “regula-

tion light” approach to outdoor din-
ing is that there is no enforcement 
of state or local social distancing 
standards.

“The city won’t be enforcing,” said 
Julie Gustafson, executive director 
of the Pearl District Business Asso-
ciation.

Restaurants must sign a pledge to 
uphold standards, she said, but the 
follow-through is a matter of busi-
ness people and community mem-
bers finding ways to communicate 
and cooperate.

“We all need to care for each 
other,” Gustafson said. n  

Safeway says no
Pearl neighbors did their best to per-
suade Safeway management to require 
all customers to wear masks last 
month. They may have lost the debate, 
but Gov. Kate Brown’s order later in 
the month made the matter moot.

Pearl District Neighborhood Associ-
ation President Stan Penkin emailed 
Safeway/Albertsons’s Portland divi-
sion Vice President of Retail Opera-
tions Steve Fujimoto June 13.

“Safeway has not chosen to make 
masks mandatory for its customers 
as have Whole Foods, New Seasons, 
World Foods and others,” the email 
read. “Many of us do not feel safe in 
Safeway and as result choose to shop 
elsewhere, although we wish to sup-
port our local grocery. We feel it is 
everyone’s responsibility to play their 
part in keeping each other safe and 
urge Safeway to do the same in  
consideration of the community  

it serves.”

Fujimoto replied the next day.

“I am not comfortable dictating our 
policy to customers based on a com-
pany stance which is not required by 
law,” he wrote. “We have been active-
ly monitoring CDC and state guide-
lines daily and complying with all 
requirements immediately.  As such, 
we recently began requiring our asso-
ciates wear masks while on shift.”

Masks benefit homeless
Hovers Over Water, a design studio at 
2175 NW Raleigh St., is inviting artists 
to create designs for bandanna face 
masks, which it will sell to raise funds 
for the city’s homeless population.

For every bandanna sold over the 
company’s website, the company will 
donate to Street Roots, which in turn 
will distribute bandannas to Port-
land-area homeless for use as COVID-
19 face masks.

Other COVID newsOther COVID news
G-Love’s wide plaza at Northwest 21st and Raleigh streets provides ample space 
without spilling onto the street.
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"What noise?" cont'd from page 1

tionery Lofts condominiums, began tracking the 
irregularities last August. 

That’s when R&H Construction Co. crews began 
to regularly disrupt sleeping patterns at about 
4:45 a.m. by setting up a crane on Northwest 13th 
Avenue. They also closed the block to vehicles.

“R&H Construction consistently violates the 
conditions even of this falsified document by 
starting well before 5 a.m., by setting up the crane 
far more frequently than they had originally indi-
cated and by consistently using back-up beepers 
at these times, which the noise variance explic-
itly forbids … and creating excessive noise by 
throwing around materials like stacks of wooden 
boards, dragging fences,” Claire said.

Beyond the annoyance, the commotion came 
without warning.

“No street closure notices or noise variances 
were posted or mailed to neighbors,” she added, 
“despite calls to PBOT (Portland Bureau of Trans-
portation) and the Noise Control Office. And 
despite looking at PDX Maps, we cannot find 
evidence that any such permits exist.” 

Could a major company at a highly visible site 
really skirt such basic requirements?

After the dust settled and the crane moved on, 
R&H President John Ward finally admitted this 
was the case. 

Last month, the company was denied a noise 
variance for another job in North Portland due 
to a pattern of misconduct at previous locations, 
chiefly the KEEN building. The city Noise Review 
Board did not fine R&H but put it on a short leash, 
requiring company officials to appear before the 
board at one of its monthly meetings to seek 

future noise variances. Members of the public 
will be permitted to speak in opposition to such 
requests, and special conditions can be written to 
address particular concerns.

Judging from his reticence in responding to 
questions from the NW Examiner for this story, 
there are probably ways Ward would rather be 
spending his time.

Creative rewrite
The first tip-off of funny business on 13th Ave-

nue was the posting of a city document with an 
extreme alignment problem.

“After one resident of our building confronted 
the construction company in September about the 
4:45 a.m. starting times, [a company employee] 

produced a noise variance, which they posted 
to our front door on Sept. 12. This document 
showed several spaces where text appeared to 
have been whited out and typed over in a new 
font,” Claire wrote in an email to the Examiner.

“After providing a copy of this document to the 
Noise Control Office, Paul van Orden confirmed 
that the document had been altered substantially 
… in order to give greater allowances to the con-
struction company.”

It was not the only violation. The street was 
closed repeatedly without proper permits, 
although PBOT took no remedial action. A 
records request verified that R&H applied for 16 
street closure dates between August and Decem-
ber but nine were withdrawn or not granted for 

10920 NW Saint Helens Road
Portland, OR 97231

Also visit us at 
Dekum Street Doorway!

dekumstreetdoorway.com

503-286-1291
LinntonFeed.com

L i n n t o n  Fe e d  & Se e d

	  

The Law Office 
of Harris S. Matarazzo 

is proud to support the work of the 
NW Examiner in our community.

Harris S. Matarazzo 
121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015 

503-226-0306

Two parts of the city-is-
sued noise variance letter 

were altered by R&H 
Construction Superin-
tendent Josh Merrell. 

The letter originally read 
“once every two weeks” 

in both places.

Help us provide essential COVID-19 response services.Help us provide essential COVID-19 response services.

• Donate food,• Donate food, masks, gloves, hand 
sanitizer, toilet paper or other hygiene 
supplies for our emergency food pantry.

• Donate funds• Donate funds to ensure our staff are 
able to make supply deliveries and wellness 
checks for our most vulnerable community 
members.

Friendly House Friendly House 
Needs Your Support!Needs Your Support!

www.friendlyhouseinc.org/donate
donate@friendlyhouseinc.org

2617 NW Savier St. Portland, OR 97210
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other reasons. Claire is certain the 
street was closed on at least 14 other 
dates without a permit. 

She was awoken one morning to 
find the huge crane operating 2 
feet away from her car, which was 
parked on 13th Avenue as usual 
because no notices of an impending 
street closure had been posted.

“When we confronted them, they 
shrugged and claimed they were 
not required to block off parking 
spaces,” she said. “We needed their 
assistance to remove the car from 
the parking spot.”

She wishes she had taken a pho-
tograph to document that situation.

She kept the doctored noise vari-
ance for that reason. The allow-
able dates were changed from “once 
every two weeks” to “intermittent,” 
essentially placing no limit on the 
number of days the crane could 
be operated between August and 
November.

When asked to explain the unau-
thorized editing, R&H Superinten-
dent Josh Merrell told the Examiner 
that the changes were made to pro-
vide more information to the public. 

Ward also explained that the revi-
sions “were not really doctoring the 
form” and in any case “seem like a 
benefit” to neighbors by giving more 
specific information.

The claim of providing more spe-
cific information is puzzling, for 
although the added language men-
tions two dates, in another place 
it allows excess noise on any date 

within the four-month 
range.

“We’re trying to be 
a good neighbor,” said 

Ward, though conceding that “in 
hindsight, it would have been better 
to post a separate notice. I apologize 
for that, but I think his intent was 
good.”

Later, Ward sent an email further 
explaining the incident.

“We investigated the complaints 
and have confirmed that an employ-
ee did mark up and distribute a 
permit document in an effort to 
communicate with neighbors about 
a particular street closure and noise 
variance. While the action was done 
in an honest attempt to provide 
clear communication to neighbors, 
we acknowledge that this was not 
the right way to communicate this 
information and are sorry for any 
confusion this may have caused.

“We will strive to be better neigh-
bors moving forward.” 

 But according to a June 1 decision 
signed by Noise Control Officer van 
Orden, R&H soon fell into a familiar 
pattern.

While working on The Canyons, 
under construction at 3450 N. Wil-
liams St., R&H had “a full crew of 
workers” on the job on Memorial 
Day, a noise code holiday on which 
noise variances are not allowed, 
van Orden wrote. On other occa-
sions, employees worked “loudly 
well past 6 p.m. and sometimes to 
midnight.”

It all fit a pattern that van Orden 
had seen once too often.

“R&H Construction, has a past 

history of construction projects vio-
lating the city’s normal construction 
hours,” read his letter of denial. 
“They have received warning letter 
notices in the past educating their 
company about the permitted con-
struction hours from the city.

“On a recent project for KEEN 
Shoes in the Pearl District, a rep-
resentative of the applicant was 
found to have produced their own 
noise variance that was shared with 
the community. It can logically be 
argued this was presented as a rep-
resentation of a formal city docu-
ment.” 

The variance for The Canyons was 
denied June 1. Ward said the deci-
sion was not appealed. “We revised 
our plans and did not need the 

variance any longer.” He did not 
explain what modifications were 
undertaken, but limiting construc-
tion to within the 7 a.m.-6 p.m. peri-
od would have sufficed.

Van Orden said the city does not 
often deny noise variances, and even 
then the move is not onerous. R&H 
ppplications will not be processed 
between monthly board meetings, 
and the applicant must come pre-
pared with details to answer ques-
tions from board members and 
immediate neighbors of the job site. 
The whole process empowers neigh-
bors and leads to better compliance 
by the applicants, he said. n

BILL
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22 NW 23rd Place, Suite 203 | Portland, OR 97210
Guild Mortgage Company is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS ID# 3274. Branch NMLS# 1242967. Bill

Dolan NMLS# 252823. OR ML-176.

YOUR  NE IGHBORHOOD LENDER

Loan Off icer NMLS 252823
bdolan@guildmortgage.net
503.256.1010
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work
love

NW PORTLAND

Far left: The R&H Construc-
tion crane was granted street 
closure permits for seven 
dates from last September 
through December, but 
neighbors say crane work 
happened at other times as 
well.

Middle: Claire (last name 
withheld) advocated for mem-
bers of her building’s home-
owners’ association.

Left: John Ward, CEO of 
R&H Construction Co., apol-
ogized for the falsified docu-
ment but said his employee 
was only trying to help neigh-
bors.
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2219 NW Raleigh
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By TAnyA lyn MArCh

In 1946, Portland had a short-lived African 
American professional baseball team. It was 
formed by Abe Saperstein, the founder of the 

famed Harlem Globetrotters basketball team who 
was a lesser-known figure in Negro baseball. 

Jesse Owens, the Olympic sprinter who won four 
gold medals at the 1936 games in Berlin, was vice 
president of the league and owner of the Portland 
franchise. 

The West Coast Negro Baseball Association had 
six teams, the Seattle Steelheads, Portland Rose-

buds, Oakland Larks, San Francisco Sea Lions, 
Los Angeles White Sox and San Diego Tigers, and 
planned a schedule of 110 games.  

On June 4, the Rosebuds played their first home 
game at Vaughn Street Stadium against the White 
Sox before 1,500 fans. By the end of June, the Rose-
buds were in second place in the league. But in 
July, the league disbanded.

With the signing of Jackie Robinson by the Brook-
lyn Dodgers organization in late 1945, integration 
was coming and all Negro league players would 
become functionally free agents. The white teams 
began siphoning off the best black players and 
doomed the WCNBA and other Negro leagues.

Ryan Whirty, reporter for the Portland Monthly, 
wrote in 2013 that “Owens recruited experienced 
players, including pitcher Al Jones from the Mem-
phis Red Sox, infielder Collins Jones, late of the 
Birmingham Black Barons, and first baseman Blue 
Dunn from the Miami Ethiopian Clowns.”

As an added attraction, Owens would run races 
against horses and baseball players at the ballpark 
between doubleheaders. 

It was not the first time he would challenge odd 
opponents. Because the U.S. Olympic Committee 
stripped him of his amateur status after his Olym-
pic success, Owens struggled to find work. He ran 
against trains, cars, motorbikes and a dog in various 
exhibitions around the country. 

“Those races made me sick,” Owens said later. “I 
felt like a freak.” n
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FFrriieennddss  oorr  ffaammiillyy  
vviissiittiinngg??????  

YYoouurr  gguueesstt  rroooomm  iiss  rreeaaddyy!!!!  

GGrreeaatt  rraatteess  
$25 off our already low rates 

(2 nights or more –with this ad) 

GGrreeaatt  llooccaattiioonn  
In the heart of Northwest 

3 blocks to the Pearl 

GGrreeaatt  ppllaaccee  
A historic landmark 

28 private rooms 
guest kitchen & commons 

courtyard & gardens 

NNWW  PPoorrttllaanndd  
GGuueesstthhoouussee  

425 NW 18th Ave 
503 241 2783 

WWWWWW..NNWWPPoorrttllaannddGGuueesstthhoouussee..ccoomm  

Above: Portland Rosebuds replica home 
jerseys are for sale through Ebbetts Field Flannels, 

but there is slim evidence of their authenticity. 
Far right:This photo of Goose Hayden in the Abilene 

(Texas) Reporter-News may be the only surviving 
image of a Rosebuds player in uniform.

Right: Rosebuds program with filled in scorecard for 
a game against the Seattle Steelheads.

Courtesy of David Eskenazi

The short history of black 
baseball in Portland
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By Fred leeson

Short answer to the question above: Not 
enough people to make the Portland City 
Council change its mind about a 200-foot 

height ceiling it tried to impose in 2018. 

After getting its wrist slapped by the Land Use 
Board of Appeals and the Oregon Court of Appeals 
last year, the council held a hearing on May 28 
aimed at resolving the matter. Although a final 
council vote will not happen until July, developers, 
architects, a lawyer and even some members of the 
Asian communities expressed support for the 200-
foot height limit.

Before the council adopted the 200-foot maxi-
mum in 2018, the city Planning and Sustainability 
Commission had urged a 125-foot limit. The Court 
of Appeals agreed that the council had not pro-
vided justification for the taller height limit “pre-
serving and complimenting historic resources” as 
required by the city’s masterplan. 

Joe Zehnder, chief planner at the Bureau of Plan-
ning and Sustainability, contended that city poli-
cies on the pedestrian realm, building uses, infill 
and architectural detailing provided the necessary 
justification.

Although the City Council is not expected to 
change the 200-foot height when it takes a final 
vote, this fight is far from over. Mayor Ted Wheeler 
said the Portland Historic Landmarks Commission 
would continue to rule on height and massing in an 
attempt to make new buildings fit the context of the 
rather tiny, 10-square-block district.

“The Landmarks Commission will continue to 
do our job,” said Kristen Minor, the commission’s 
chair, who objected to the 200-foot limit. But she 
added that when the council acknowledges the 
possibility of excessive heights and bulk, “you 
send a message that our work is just an obstacle to 

be overcome.” 

Rulings by the commission can be appealed to 
the City Council, but appeals have been rare histor-
ically. Developers don’t like losing the additional 
time and money to undertake appeals.  When the 
difference might be between a five-story building 
and 18 stories, that expense becomes less relevant. 
Minor’s dedication to the Landmarks Commis-
sion’s role suggests the strong possibility of new 
conflicts between the commission and the City 
Council when the economy revives. 

When it was approved in the late 1980s, the 
district spanning Third to Fifth avenues between 
Burnside and Glisan streets contained buildings 
of mostly one to four stories, Minor said. The tall-
est was seven. Since then, new buildings of eight 
and 16 stories have been added. She said 15-story 
heights are not compatible with the district’s his-
toric context. 

Lynn Fuchigami Parks, executive director of the 
Japanese American Museum of Oregon, said many 
Japanese recall seeing their businesses and pos-
sessions wiped out quickly by internment during 
World War II. She said Japanese now envision 
“erasure” of the neighborhood where they once had 
established a foothold. “This neighborhood means 
everything to the Chinese community as well,” she 
said.

Raymond Cheng, a director of the Lan Su Chinese 
Garden that lies just outside the historic district, 
said garden officials originally feared that 200-foot 
buildings would cast shadows impairing plants 
and fish at the garden. He said the board changed 
its position when it learned that shadow studies 
required by the city would prevent those problems.

Helen Ying, chair of the Old Town Community 
Association, also supported the greater heights, as 
did James Wong, who described himself as a prop-

erty owner and developer.

Peggy Moretti, executive of Restore Oregon, a 
statewide architectural preservation advocate, 
described the district as a “fragile historic place 
that could be swallowed up by out-of-scale build-
ings.”  

She urged the city to find ways to help owners 
brace their buildings against earthquakes and to 
require owners to make improvements so buildings 
do not deteriorate from “benign neglect” to become 
eligible for demolition. The prospect of taller build-
ings could be a disincentive for maintaining older 
buildings on valuable sites. 

The council was to hold a work session on July 2 
to discuss possible changes. The odds of the coun-
cil accepting any lower heights likely are about the 
same as modern science proving the pandemic to 
be a hoax.

Fred Leeson, an author, historian and longtime 
reporter for The Oregonian, wrote this piece in 
his blog, Building on History. n

Office HOurs:                                           
Weekdays  10:00am - 4:00pm 
appOintments Gladly scHeduled!

Enjoy thE ConvEniEnCE of  SEnior Living!2020 nW northrup StrEEt
portLand, orEgon  97209  
503.225.0677
WWW.tHeuniOnmanOrs.OrG

no CoStLy Buy-inS or  appLiCation fEES
rEnt SuBSidiES avaiLaBLE/inComE LimitS appLy

Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS

City Council could modify 

controversial elements in 

the Central City Plan but has 

faced limited pressure to do so

NEWS

Background
The Central City 2035 Plan, adopted in 2018, was 
remanded to the Portland City Council in March 
for failure to adequately justify an increase in 
allowable building heights in the New China-
town-Japantown Historic District. The council 
intends to re-adopt the plan with necessary cor-
rectives on July 31, but it has the prerogative to 
make broader policy changes. 

Pearl Neighbors for Integrity In Design, a nonprof-
it formed by neighborhood residents, believes the 
council should take this opportunity to consider 
wider policy changes in the plan, including a 
reduction of some height limits.

Who cares about the new  
    Chinatown-Japantown  
              Historic District?

NW EXAMINER: All the latest 
news for NW Pdx & The Pearl

The Chinatown Gate will welcome travelers to a much taller historic district unless the Portland 
City Council amends the Central City 2035 Plan this month.

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com
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Neighborhood columns are the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Neighbors West-Northwest
The Neighborhood Activist has been made possible through funding by the City of Portland, Office of Community & Civic Life.
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PearlDistrict.org 
BOARD MEETING
Sat., July 9 & Aug. 13, 6:00 pm 

Executive Committee
Weds., Aug. 5, 8:00 am 

Land Use & Transportation Cmte
Tues., July 7, 21 & Aug. 4. 6:00 pm

Livability & Safety Committee
Weds., Aug. 5, 5:30 pm 

Emergency Preparedness Committee
Mon., July 6, 13, 20, 27 & Aug. 10, 6:00 pm

Communications Committee
Tues., July 28, 6:00 pm

All Pearl meetings email for access 
communications@pearldistrict.org

PDXoldtown.org 
COMMUNITY MEETING
Weds., Aug. 5, 11:30 am
Meeting ID: 830 2004 9133 

BOARD MEETING
Weds., July 8 & Aug. 12, 11:30 am  
Meeting ID: 812 2719 4538

Land Use & Transportation Cmte
Weds., July 12, 3:30 pm  
Meeting ID: 863 2382 5734

Art, History and Culture Cmte
Thurs., July 23, 4:00 pm 
Meeting ID: 147 439 889

Fundraising Committee
Mon., July 6 & Aug. 3, 1:00 pm 
Meeting ID: 862 8874 0938, PW: 607313 

NorthwestDistrictAssociation.org
BOARD MEETING
Mon., July 20, 6:00 pm  
Meeting ID: 884 8387 4859, PW: 684446

Executive Committee
Mon., July 6 & Aug. 3, 8:00 am 
Meeting ID: 916 5493 3772, PW: 589269

Planning Committee
Thurs., July 9, 16, 23, 30, Aug. 6, & 13   
8:00 am. Confirm prior 
Meeting ID: 606 419 132

Transportation Committee
Weds., Aug. 5, 6:30 pm 
Meeting ID: 990 9608 1683, PW: 763183 

Parks Committee
Mon., July 6, 5:00 pm
Meeting ID: 778 9323 3704

Northwest 
District
Association

HillsideNA.org 
BOARD MEETING
Tues., July 14, 7:30 pm 
Meeting ID: 836 090 802

Neighborhood
   Calendar  

July
           2020

NOTE: The following meetings will be 
held via Zoom. Please see the online 
calendar for updates just prior to any 
scheduled meeting. 

NWNW.org/calendar
For all Zoom meetings you can 
participate in three ways:
• call +1 253.215.8782 (audio only)
• on the web at Zoom.us/join 
• download the Zoom app 
Then enter the meeting ID indicated for 
that meeting. For some meetings RSVP is 
required to receive the meeting ID. 

Call 503.823.4288 if you don’t have internet 
access and would like to learn more.

LinntonNA.org  
TOWN & BOARD MEETINGS
Weds., Sept. 2, 7:00 pm, Zoom
Email for details rdubbyab@gmail.com

PortlandDowntownNA.com
GENERAL & BOARD MEETING
Tues., July 28, 6:00 pm

Land Use & Transportation Cmte
Tues., July 7, 21 & Aug. 4, 8:00 am 

Homelessness Committee
Tues., July 7 & Aug. 4, 6:00 pm

All Downtown meetings email for 
access shirleyrackner@comcast.net 

ArlingtonHeightsPDX.org
BOARD MEETING
Mon., July 13, 6:00 pm
Email for access  
president@arlingtonheightspdx.org

NWNW Board Meeting
Weds., July 8, 5:30 pm
Meeting ID: 857 2269 0724, PW: 816994

“MATTER” IS THE MINIMUM

Neighbors West-Northwest mourns for George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and other Black Americans killed by law enforcement each 
year. Our country’s foundational institutions are deeply rooted in 
white supremacy—we recognize that systemic change is the only 
way forward.

We also recognize that our organization can and must do more 
to work towards racial equity. We commit to educating ourselves 
and others about systemic and individual racism. We invite our 
affiliate neighborhood associations and community partners to join 
and challenge us as we strive to do—and demand—better. Black 
lives matter. Black joy and prosperity matter, too.

In a racist society, it is not enough to be non-racist, we must be anti-racist. 
    –Angela Davis

COVID-19 Support Projects
Using funds from the Bureau of Planning & Sustainability, NWNW partnered 
with local organizations to uplift our community during COVID-19. We worked 
on two projects to support our most vulnerable community members, as well as 
our beloved artists and small businesses. 

For our first project, we joined forces with Portland Street Art Alliance, Old 
Town Community Association and the NW Portland Business Association to 
commission murals on boarded up businesses throughout Old Town and the 
Northwest District. The results are inspiring, fun and a good reminder of art’s 
vital role in building community resilience. Visit our website to see more photos 
and find mural locations NWNW.org. If you have a great location for a temporary 
mural email Admin@nwnw.org. 

Our second project targeted the accessibility of health resources in our community. 
We partnered with Friendly House to put together 430 COVID-19 Care Kits and 
distribute them among LiftUP, William Temple House and Friendly House, which 
all serve low income community members in the NW. The kits included spray 
sanitizer, snacks and face masks donated by volunteers. Additional masks went 
to Rose Haven and Clay Street Table food pantry. Freeland Spirits, Stone Barn 
Brandyworks and Shine Distillery donated most of the sanitizer. 

Thank you to all of the volunteers, artists, 
nonprofits and businesses making our 
community safer and brighter! 

Become A Better Ally: What to Read, What to Do
There is an abundance of recommendations out there for how white people can 
expand their education and start being better allies to Black people. Here are 
just a few resources that have been meaningful to NWNW staff. 

Read and Listen:
• Powell’s Antiracist Reading List: www.powells.com/featured/antiracism

• Why is Oregon still so white? learn more with OPB: bit.ly/37Qe7k0

• “Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” an introduction to thinking about 
white privilege: www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/mcintosh.pdf

• “Seeing White,” a podcast about the construct of whiteness:  
www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/

Do this today:
• Support local Black-owned businesses and restaurants: mercatuspdx.

com, blackpdx.com, iloveblackfood.com

• Donate to Black-led organizations in Portland such as the Urban League 
and the Portland African American Leadership Forum

• “75 Things White People Can Do for Racial Justice” bit.ly/37RtDMp
@DanCohenCreativeLabs @kaligrey
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 business

 Snapshots

Friends of Wallace Park is inviting neighbors 
to sign up for a work day to weed, rake and 
remove litter on Sunday, July 5, 9 a.m.-noon. 
The event is limited to the first 25 sign-ups at 
WallaceParkPDX@gmail.com. 

Friendly House has hired Helen Cotton 
Leiser as executive director, replacing 
Vaune Albanese, who retired after more 
than 30 years at Friendly House. Leiser’s 
last position was as national campaign 
director for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. Until 2016, she led a chapter 
of Girls on the Run that met at Friendly 
House. Days before her hiring, the agency 
announced that it laid off nearly half of 
the staff due to funding cutbacks related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Barbara Walker Crossing pedestrian bridge over West Burnside Street was named one of the 100 most successful design projects in the world inte-grating commissioned art. Designed by Northwest Portland resident Ed Car-penter, who initiated the project in 2011, the span evokes sword ferns and vine maples. It was also a contender for the People’s Choice award. Winners will be announced Aug. 30.  Addison Robert Loda, 22, was struck and killed 
by a TriMet MAX train near the Providence Park 
station at about 11 p.m., June 20. His father, 
Peter Loda, told The Oregonian that Addison 
grew up in Northeast Portland.

The National Park Service will consider a nomination of the Dar-

celle XV Showcase, 208 NW Third Ave., to the National Register 

of Historic Places. Walter Cole, 89, established the longest contin-

uously running drag show on the West Coast at this site in 1967. 

The nomination was unanimously supported by the State Advisory 

Committee on Historic Preservation last month.

David Alan Per-
czak, 32, was 
arrested June 23 
hours after the 
Portland Police 
Bureau’s Child 
Abuse Team post-
ed photos of him 
as a suspect in 

two incidents of sexual abuse in public 
with children in Northwest Portland ear-
lier in the month. The incidents occurred 
on the 2400 block of NW Marshall Street 
and the 2000 block of NW Raleigh Street. 
The suspect was also featured on the Nex-
tdoor.com, where commenters wrote that 
he was often seen in Wallace Park and at 
Jamison Square.

This photo of a 
young male tagging 
a vacant Centennial 
Mills building was 
posted on NextDoor.
com June 22. He and 
an associate left the 
scene on skateboards. 
Earlier in the month, 
Pearl District Neigh-
borhood Association 
President Stan Pen-
kin praised property 
owner Prosper Port-
land for responding 
to the association’s 
request to remove 
graffiti on the site. Susan Smallsreed was honored last month on her retirement after 18 years as 

youth librarian at the Northwest Library. After a car parade, refreshments were 
served at Wallace Park.
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3,348 SF • Amazing Ocean Views & Access • Glass House
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

6,850 SF • 6 BD  • 4 ½ BA • Guest Quarters
Juan Zhai 翟娟 503.201.3251 | Brian Budke 503.310.5252 

Cannon Beach                      $5,750,000 Mt. Tabor                            $1,750,000

858 SF • Studio • 1 BA • Urban Loft
Renée Harper 503.314.7691 | Michelle Yoon 503.737.4940

The Avenue Lofts                        $320,000

3,197 SF • 5 BD • 3 ½ BA • Possible Dual Living
Rebecca Donaldson 503.269.0747 | Sydney Keister 503.730.0936

Fairview Addition                         $680,000

4,413 SF • 4 BD  • 3 ½ BA • .29 AC • Inground Pool
Call: Lee Davies | Megan | Jennifer | 503.468.3660

Burton Park                                 1,100,000

4,347 SF • 5 BD • 2 ½ BA • Private 0.33 Acre Lot
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

Cedar Mill                         $795,000

3,116 SF • 5 BD • 4 BA • Custom Built Tradtional
Tim Cairns 503.701.0604 | Sarah Pitzman 971.222.8863

Bonny Slope                       $775,00   

2,904 SF • 3 BD • 1 BA • Charming Mid Century Home
Keri Geers 503.701.9851 | Brian Budke 503.310.5252

West Slope                        $495,000

2,412 SF • 4 BD  • 2 ½ BA • Open Floor Plan 
Keri Geers 503.701.9851 | Ginger Gregory 503.333.1390

2,618 SF • 3 BD  • 3 Full BA • ALL NEW Main & Upper Levels
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

2,389 SF • 3 BD  + Family Room + Loft • 2 BA • 0.33 Acre Lot
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

2,383 SF • 4 BD + Bonus  • 3 Full BA • Oversized 2-Car Garage
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

1,097 SF • 2 BD  • 2 BA • Club House & Pool
Bob Harrington 503.913.1296  |  Jason Cassell 503.953.5444

1,148 SF • 2 BD  • 2 BA • Open Living Space
Kristen Bier 503.734.7560 | Kim Williams 503.502.3573

Sexton Mountain                                       $539,000St. Johns                                       $739,900Taylor Crest                                       $649,900Remington                                       $589,900

 The Quintet                                       $292,500

 Progress Ridge                                       $275,000

1,789 SF • 2 BD • 2 ½ BA • The Silvies Western Retreat
Rebecca Donaldson 503.269.0747 | Julie Spear 503.209.9470

Sisters                                          $585,000

2,005 SF • 2 Master Suites • 2 ½ BA • Stunning Remodel
Julie Williams 503.705.5033 | Kim Williams 503.502.3573

6,454 SF • 4 Full BD  • 2 Half BA • Theater & Wine Cellar
Call: Lee Davies | Megan | Jennifer | 503.468.3660

Summerfield                         $459,900

Forest Heights                      $1,695,000

1214SE58TH.COM 2232NWWHEATFIELD.COM

2495NW121ST.COM

80644HWY101.COM

3586NW112TH.COM

430EDIAMONDPEAK.COM

9520SWBRENTWOOD.COM

3911NWLEWIS.COM

8120SWBARNARD.COM9541NWILLAMETTE.COM343NW84TH.COM4134NW128TH.COM

6645WBURNSIDE540.COM

14830SWSANDHILL.COM

6605SWCANYON.COM 1400NWIRVING321.COM

4078BRADENSE.COM

VISIT OUR NEW “SAFE SELLING” 
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY WEBSITES 
As our world is changing, we are striving to implement more and 
more virtual marketing to better protect and serve our clients.  
We are developing safe practices to make sure every buyer is fully 
informed about a property prior to scheduling in person showings. 
Now, every ELEETE listing has its own website and custom  
property address domain name. Our new “One Stop Shop Sites” 
provide buyers with access to a library of video, virtual showings and 
photo content, floor plans, and all pertinent documents such as our 
property brochure with home details,  features, CC&Rs, warranties, 
HOA/neighborhood information, and plat maps. We are here for 
you - to make home buying safe and simple during COVID-19! 

L E E  D AV I E S
P R E S I D E N T,  P R I N C I PA L  B R O K E R

PEN
DIN
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3,907 SF • 4 BD • 3 ½ BA • Catlin Crest Custom
Sydney Keister 503.730.0936 | Chris Kuehl 503.407.2414

3,039 SF • 4 BD • 3 BA • Energy Efficient Home
Shelly Brown 971.221.2641 | Lauren Sinha 503.705.8636

3,111 SF • 3 BD • 2 BA • Coveted Bauman Built Ranch
Tim Shea 971.325.8750 | Keri Geers 503.701.9851

Catlin Crest                        $879,900 Bonny Slope                        $849,900 Broadmoor                        $779,900

733SWREGENCY.COM 10823NWRIDGE.COM 7595SWBROADMOOR.COM

1,841 SF • 2 BD • 2 ½ BA • Mountain Contemporary
Rebecca Donaldson 503.269.0747 | Julie Spear 503.209.9470

Sisters                                           $599,000
391EDIAMONDPEAK.COM

2,472 SF • 4 BD • 3 Full BA • Private Hillsboro Retreat
Karen Abbott 503.705.0440 | Shelley Lucas 503.989.9930

1,925 SF • 3 BD • 2 ½ BA • Townhome w/ Modern Finishes
Kristen Bier 503.734.7560 | Kim Williams 503.502.3573

Hillsboro                        $549,000

Peterkort Woods                        $503,000

4669SEBENTLEY.COM

10489SWWINDWOOD.COM

5,337 SF • 4 BD  • 4 ½ BA • View & Greenspace
Call: Lee Davies | Megan | Jennifer | 503.468.3660

1,596 SF • 2 BD  • 2 BA • Stunning 20th Floor
Keri Geers 503.701.9851 | Debbie Walker-Quintana 503.820.1626

Forest Heights                     $1,295,000

The South Waterfront                   $935,000

2343NWPINNACLE.COM

841SGAINES2000.COM

PEN
DIN

G


